Year 10 GCSE Drama September 2008
Welcome to your new GCSE course. You join us as we celebrate excellent results from last year’s group. These results were achieved through hard work and creativity. 

This handout will tell you a few things about your course. Firstly do not believe that Drama is an ‘easy’ option. True, it can be fun and enjoyable – but you will be expected to behave better and work harder than in any other subject. In return we will ensure you achieve the highest grade possible when the course is completed.

Who will teach me and where will I be taught?

In Year 10 and 11 you will be taught by me – Mr. Lewis or Mrs. Loyn. There is no streaming or setting. You will be taught in DR1 and DR2 which is also in the process of being refurbished with new lighting, sound and projection equipment.
Will I have to perform in front of an audience?

Yes you will. This will happen almost every lesson. There will also be other important performances in front of visiting partner Primary schools, other Year groups in the school and eventually an assessed performance in front of a visiting examiner.

Will I have to do any writing?

Yes you will. Although the majority of the work is practical, you will have to complete a series of portfolios that are written evaluations and reflections of the practical work. These are examined and form part of your over-all grade. You will have help to complete these. If you do not complete the portfolios, you will not be entered for the exam.

Is there any homework?

Yes there is. You will be set homework and holiday work. I will not set homework for the sake of it – all tasks will be designed to make you understand and evaluate your practical work. Sometimes the homework will be a research, reading or thinking task. There will be times when you have less or no homework and times when there will be quite a lot to complete.
Is attendance important?

Yes, it is vital. For most of the time you will be working in small groups on on-going projects. If you fail to attend lessons you will not be entered for the exam. 
Is behaviour important?

Yes, it is vital. Drama relies upon people working co-operatively. You will often take charge of your own learning. You will be trusted to work in a mature, positive fashion. Anyone who takes advantage of this trust and disrupts the learning of others, will be immediately withdrawn from the lesson, placed on report and could be withdrawn from the course.

What exams and assessments are there in the course?

The course is in three parts:

Paper 1 Unit 1 This is a 6 hour workshop in which you will use drama to express your feelings and ideas about a range of issues. Along with the practical work you will have to write a series of A3 portfolio notes. Together this unit is worth 30% of your overall exam

Paper 1 Unit 2 This is a 6 hour workshop in which you will look at a play to see how a playwright expresses their ideas about a theme or topic and explore ways of making the play work on stage. Along with the practical work you will have to write a series of A3 portfolio notes. Together this unit is worth 30% of your overall exam

Paper 2 is a performance of a play in front of an examiner. This can be devised by you and your group, or be based on a published script or part of a script. There is no written portfolio work with this exam and it is worth 40% of your final grade.
What next?

Over the next few weeks, you will be given exercises and improvisations that will build on your Year 9 knowledge and focus your mind upon a structured approach to your Drama lessons. 
The first few sessions will be teambuilding and group bonding tasks which will allow me to assess your ability, your expectations and the social health of the group.
Who do I see if I need help?
Myself or Mrs. Lyon.
