GCSE MUSIC – YEAR 10

Welcome to the GCSE Music course.

You will continue to develop your performing, composing, listening and appraising skills.  You will now be working towards your examination and hopefully you will be very committed to the subject.  You should work towards developing your skills in each area as fully as possible.  It would be a good idea to take instrumental or vocal lessons and you should participate in at least one of the college’s many instrumental or vocal groups.

Students will be encouraged to take on responsibility for their own performances, compositions and listening activities.  They will also be expected to take part in public performances organised by the college and externally if possible.

The course is based around five areas of study:

Music for Film

Music for Dance

Music for Special Events

Orchestral Landmarks

The Popular Song since 1960

Within each area you will explore musical elements, devices, tonalities, structures, notation, processes and contexts.  This will be done through listening, composing and performing.

The course requirements are as follows:

	Performance coursework
	One solo and one group performance.   
	25% of total GCSE 

	Composition coursework
	One composition based on a Special Event.

The piece must be scored and/or annotated and recorded
	25% of total GCSE

	Integrated Assignment
	One composition based on a brief set by the examination board in November of Year 11.

The piece must be recorded, scored and/or annotated

There will also be a 30 minute examination during which an evaluation of the piece is completed
	25% of total GCSE

	Listening paper
	A listening examination based on extracts of music taken from the Areas of Study.  This examination will take place in May of Year 11 and will last for one hour and 15 minutes.
	25% of total GCSE 


GCSE MUSIC – YEAR 11

Year 11 students continue to perform, compose, listen and appraise.  You will now be working towards your examination and hopefully you will be very committed to the subject.  You should work towards developing your skills in each area as fully as possible.  It would be a good idea to take instrumental or vocal lessons and you should participate in at least one of the college’s many instrumental or vocal groups.

Students will be encouraged to take on responsibility for their own performances, compositions and listening activities.  They will also be expected to take part in public performances organised by the college and externally if possible.

The course is based around five areas of study:

Music for Film

Music for Dance

Music for Special Events

Orchestral Landmarks

The Popular Song since 1960

Within each area you will explore musical elements, devices, tonalities, structures, notation, processes and contexts.  This will be done through listening, composing and performing.

The course requirements and year 11 deadlines are as follows:

	
	Requirements
	Deadlines

	Performance  25%
	1 solo performance

1 group performance (must involve at least 3 performers with the exception of piano duets)
	Thursday 9 October and Thursday 16 October.  On these dates students will be allocated time slots to record their performances.

	Composition 25%
	One composition based on music for a special event.  Students will need to work individually on this piece.  It will be recorded and annotated/scored.
	End of Autumn Term 2008

	Integrated Assignment

25%
	A composition based on a choice of four briefs set by the exam board.  This piece will need to be recorded and annotated/scored.  In addition to this there will be a short exam where students will evaluate their piece.
	Briefs are set in November 2008 

Pieces to be recorded and scored/annotated before the end of the Spring Term.

Evaluation exam – May 2009

	Listening exam  25%
	Students will sit a listening exam where they will answer questions on a variety of music including:

· Music for Special Events

· Music for film

· Orchestral Landmarks

· Music for Dance

· Popular song since 1960
	Listening exam – May 2009

1 hour 15 mins


It is vital that all deadlines are met as if recording sessions are missed students will have to make recordings in their own time.

Homework is ongoing and students will need to spend time each week working on performances and compositions.  In addition to this theory work will be set when appropriate.
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